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Dr. Kelly Rodgers Suchman is a graduate of UMKC School of Dentistry and earned a 
certificate in Advanced Education in General Dentistry from UMKC. After many years of 
private practice, she was a Clinical Assistant Professor at UMKC School of Dentistry and 
most recently was the Director of the Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency 
Program. Dr. Suchman holds a Fellowships from the Academy of General Dentistry and 
the American College of Dentists.

March 24, 2023 Kelly Suchman, DDS

Cariology Half-Day Lecture 
8:30 AM - 11:30 PM • Adams Pointe Conference Center of Courtyard by Marriott

1400 NE Coronado Dr. • Blue Springs, MO 64014

Achieving Success with Non-Operative Caries Management
Providing evidence-based, patient-centered dental care goes beyond drilling and filling.  This session will 
empower dentists and hygienists with information to think outside the “operative box” to help patients 
maintain their smiles for a lifetime.

*Sponsorships still pending.

3 CE Credit Hours

Upon completion of this course, attendees will learn:
• To identify ideal carious lesions for different non-operative therapies
• To classify biopsychosocial determinates for non-operative treatment
• A review of scientific background for a variety of non-operative treatments
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Refund/Cancellation policy: Refunds will be given in full if cancellation 
is made 72 hours or more in advance. A 50% refund will be given if 
cancellation is made after the 72 hour mark, but only if attendee informs 
the Executive Director prior to the course. No refunds will be given for 
no-shows. If an unforeseen circumstance occurs and the GKCDS must 
cancel their program, refunds will be given in full.

The Greater KC Dental Society is designated as an Approved PACE Program 
Provider by the Academy of General Dentistry. The formal continuing dental  
education programs of this program provider are accepted by the AGD for  
Fellowship, Mastership and membership maintenance credit. Approval does not 
imply acceptance by a state or provincial board of dentistry or AGD endorsement. 
The current term of approval extends from 09/01/2017 to 08/31/2021.  
Provider ID#212310

The Greater Kansas City Dental Society is an ADA CERP recognized provider 
approved by the Missouri Dental Association. ADA CERP is a service of the 
American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality 
providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse 
individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by 
boards of dentistry. The Greater Kansas City Dental Society designates each activity 
for seven continuing education credits (with exception to the OSHA program, which 
is 3.5 education credits). Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be 
directed to the provider or to ADA CERP at www.ada.org/cerp.
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Greater Kansas City
Dental Society

Officers:
Dr. Katherine J. Oatman, President
 816.524.7050 kjoatman@gmail.com
Dr. Douglas J. Cochran, President-Elect
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 816.333.1393 samhayesdds@yahoo.com 
Dr. Garret T. Cochran, Immediate Past-President
 816.436.2150 garret.cochran@gmail.com 

Directors:
Erica R. Ketchem, DDS 
Thomas M. “Mac” Darnall, DDS
Ryan M. Bland, DDS 
Ashley R. Deacy, DDS 
Lance W. Godley, DDS
Aaron M. Bumann, DDS
Trent E. Finley, DDS
Jared D. Gerhardt, DDS

GKCDS Executive Director:
 Sam Silvey 816.737.5353 gkcds@att.net
GKCDS Professional Liaison:
 James Parrott, DDS
 816.942.4385 jlprrtt106@gmail.com
MDA Trustee:
 Dr. Wendy J. Weimer
 816.877.0200 wendyweimer@yahoo.com
Editor: Sam Silvey

MIDWESTERN DENTIST, a monthly publication with seven 
(7) monthly issues, average circulation 600 copies, with 
a closing date of the 1st of the preceding month. All 
advertising copy should be camera ready.
Published around the first day of each month with offices at 
1221 W. 103rd St. #303, Kansas City, MO 64114, telephone: 
816.737.5353, fax: 913.254.7383. 
Advertising fees: Contact Sam Silvey for fee schedule.
Subscription rates: Members $12 per year, single issues 
$2.50; non-members $18 per year, single issues $3.
Views expressed in this publication are the opinions of the 
writers and not the Society.

For more information, visit our website
at www.gkcds.org or email us at gkcds@att.net

or call 816.737.5353.
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Upcoming Meetings
Greater Kansas City Dental Society:

February 10, 2023 – Continuing Education Meeting. 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Mr. Robert Thompson  presents a 
malpractice lecture.  Adams Pointe Conference Center; 
Blue Springs, MO.  $235 per member dentist/$320 for 
non-member dentist/$65  per staff member, if paying 
for individual course.  Program included in Season 
Underwriter subscription.  RSVP to Sam at gkcds@att.
net or 816.737.5353.

March 24, 2023 – Continuing Education Meeting. 
8:30 AM-12:00 PM  Dr. Kelly Suchman  presents a 
cariology lecture.  Adams Pointe Conference Center; 
Blue Springs, MO.  $120 per member dentist/$165 for 
non-member dentist/$45  per staff member, if paying 
for individual course.  Program included in Season 
Underwriter subscription.  RSVP to Sam at gkcds@att.
net or 816.737.5353.

Other Meetings:

February 1, 2023 – National Children’s Dental Health 
Month.  Free resources can be found at https://www.ada.
org/resources/community-initiatives/national-childrens-
dental-health-month

February 1, 2023 – Virtual MDA Town Hall.  This is a 
great opportunity for members to hear from leaders 
of the Missouri Legislature directly and ask questions, 
all from the comfort of your home. Last year’s panelists 
included Missouri Senate Majority Leader Caleb Rowden, 
Senate President Pro Tem Dave Schatz and Speaker of the 
House Rob Vescovo. Register at https://www.modental.
org/member-center/advocacy/voter-voice.

February 3, 2023 – Give Kids a Smile. Register your office 
for a day of giving at www.adafoundation.org.   

March 1, 2023 – Dental Day at the Capitol. Jefferson City, 
MO.  Last year, after a brief hiatus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, members from all corners of the state attended 
meetings with 35 state representatives and senators to 
advocate for our legislative priorities during Dental Day. 
Without a doubt, this face-to-face interaction between 
dentists and legislators surely contributed to our successes 
in 2022.  Come talk to your members of congress about 
important dental legislation this year! Register at https://
www.modental.org/member-center/advocacy/voter-voice.

MCC OFFERS
One-Year Certificate
and Two-Year A.A.S Degree 
in Dental Assisting

Give us a call
today at

913.402.4334
for your sta�ng

needs.
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From the President . . .

 I have seen a lot of chatter recently regarding the 
dental team on an online forum I follow.  The most 
recent posts have included every type of situation: 
the good, the bad, and the ugly.  Sometimes I think 
back to dental school and the memory of working 
solo in the cubicle, with the suction in one hand and 
handpiece in the other.  As more time passes, I’m 
honestly not sure how we all did it.  But I do know I 
likely cost someone a lot of money from the supplies 
I dropped on the floor.  A mentor once told me a 
good dentist is lost without the people around them; 
and as I progress in my career, I absolutely know he 
was right.  I’m sure we have all lived through a day 
when one of our staff members was missing, and it is 
evident that we are all better when our entire team 
is together.  I am so thankful for my team because I 
know there is absolutely no way I could be at my best 
without them.  And as many of us know, inheriting 
or assembling a great staff makes going to work so 
much more fun.

 I’m sure we have all been to a restaurant since 2020 
that seemed to be really struggling with staffing.  As 
professionals working in a service industry, we are all 
acutely aware of how these experiences shape our 
opinion of the company as a whole.  Unfortunately, 
staff shortages in dentistry have been just as 
prominent.  Last year, the MDA convened an ad-hoc 
committee to address this very issue.  As a member of 
that committee, I heard many stories of difficulties in 
hiring and keeping great staff, especially in the more 
rural areas of our state.  Our dental society is hard at 
work on trying to find ways to help with solutions to 
this problem.  

 On a personal note, I am so 
thankful for the amazing team we 
have here in the Greater Kansas City 
Dental Society.  We added some 
great new faces to our Board of 
Directors this year and I can’t wait 
to work with all of them!  I am also 
extremely grateful for the guidance I have received 
from the dentists that have held leadership positions 
in the past.  And, of course, none of our programs 
would be possible without Sam Silvey, who makes 
sure everything we do runs smoothly.  Please join 
me in expressing your appreciation for these great 
members of our society the next time you see them!   

 In the end, I would like to think we are all members 
of the same dental team.  It seems to me that we 
all have the same goal: to do great dentistry and 
to treat our patients well.  We all have uniquely 
different perspectives, which I believe makes us 
better as a whole.  And, just as we try to do in our 
own offices, we have great programs in place that 
are designed to make us all better at what we do.  
Between committees designed to help solve specific 
problems, to continuing education provided to help 
us all be better dentists and professionals, our team 
is working hard to continue to move our profession 
forward.  We are so thankful for the countless 
members of our organization that have given their 
time and talents over the years and are always looking 
for new participation so we can keep getting better.  
If you have any desire to serve on a committee, or if 
you just have a question, idea or concern, we would 
love to hear from you!

Dr. Katie Oatman
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 Happy New Year! Hope everyone had a great holiday season. Let’s start this new year off 
by welcoming our new GKCDS president, Dr. Katie Oatman. And while we are at it, let’s thank our 
past president, Dr. Garret Cochran.

  Well, not much has changed since my last board report due to the holidays, so I will just 
remind all of you of a few things.

 First, has everyone renewed their membership yet? If not, please go online to MODental.org 
or call the MDA office. If you ever have any questions about what your dues do for you, please give me a call. I will 
be more than happy to enlighten you.

 Second, just a reminder of what our legislative team will be working on in the current session. They will be 
working on virtual credit cards, network leasing, and removing prepaid dental plans from assignment of benefit 
exemptions.  These are just the main ones.  Check out MODental.org for a complete list.  Also, please consider joining 
us for “Day at the Capital” on Wednesday, March 1, 2023. This is the perfect time for you to talk with your legislators 
regarding the very important issues listed above. Our 
lawmakers need to hear from us as to why these issues 
need to be addressed.

 Third and last, Connect4Success will be held at 
Margaritaville at the Lake of the Ozarks June 22– June 
24. This is a great location to get your CE, interact with 
other dentists, and bring your family for a little fun on 
the water.  Also, the MDA House of Delegates will now 
be held in conjunction with C4S instead of in November 
in Jefferson City.

 As always, if anyone has any questions or concerns, 
please call me at 816-812-6770 or email me at 
wendyweimer@yahoo.com.

Trustee to the MDA Report . . .MDA Report from your Trustee . . .

MAKING DENTAL 
PRACTICES 

PROFITABLE

TAX & ACCOUNTING   |   FINANCIAL PLANNING   |   OWNERSHIP TRANSITIONING

info@ENGAGEADVISORS.com  |   913-681-1350
www.ENGAGEADVISORS.com

Engage Advisors knows what it takes to run a profitable dental 
practice – we work with over 500 financially successful dentists. 
When you engage with us, we manage all of your financial details 
so that you have the insights and time to make the right decisions. 

Let’s make your life easier by letting us manage your financials. 
We look forward to working with you!

OWNING A DENTAL PRACTICE CAN BE COMPLICATED. 
MAKE IT EASY WITH ENGAGE ADVISORS.
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
January 13, 2023

 The regular meeting of the Greater Kansas City Dental Society was called to order Friday, January 13th, 2023 at Adam’s Pointe Conference Center in Blue 
Springs, MO by President, Dr. Katie Oatman at approximately 12:30 PM. 

 Dr. Oatman thanked everyone for being there and reminded everyone to pick up your CE credit slips at the registration table and to retain in your files.  
The next meeting will be on Friday, February 10, 2023 at Adams Pointe Conference Center featuring Mr. Robert Thompson speaking about risk management. 

 Surveys are on posted on our website; please complete and get back to Sam with your feedback.

 Dr. Oatman introduced Stewart and Erin Adams of Essentials Dental for partially sponsoring the program and encouraged everyone to talk with them 
and consider having an office demo with them in the near future.

 Dr. Oatman welcomed all new guests, members, and Season Underwriters.  We are glad to have you!

 Dr. Oatman asked for approval of the December 9th, 2022 minutes as printed in the Midwestern Dentist News and Views.  Seconded; minutes approved. 

 Dr. Weimer wasn’t in attendance to give an MDA Trustee report, but please keep an eye out for her article in February’s newsletter.  Dr. Oatman also 
announced that the MDA Legislative Town Hall will be on February 1st on Zoom at 6 PM, and that MDA Day at the Capitol is March 1st.  Please sign-up on 
www.modental.org and let Sam know you plan on coming.  Your support in all legislative activities is so helpful!  

 In old business, Dr. Oatman thanked everyone whom came to the Holidays Social at Grand Street Cafe in Kansas City in December.  It was a great time!

 In new business, Dr. Oatman announced there is a Missouri Mavericks membership event on Friday, January 27th.  The cost is $40 per person and will 
include a happy hour at a nearby restaurant and your ticket to the hockey game.  New dentists get half-off that cost.  Sign-up today with Sam!

 Dr. Oatman  announced that Give Kids a Smile is Friday, February 3rd.  Please consider holding an event in your office.  Helpful tips and other important 
information is at www.gkas.org.

 Dr. Oatman called for any other business; as there was none, the meeting adjourned at approximately 12:32 PM.
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Classified Ads
RATES FOR CLASSIFIED ADS: $22.00 for first 30 words, $.25 for each additional word.

Advertising Policy
The publication of an advertisement is not to be construed as an endorsement or approval by the Greater Kansas City Dental Society or any of its committees, 
or councils, of the product or service being offered in the advertisement unless the advertisement specifically includes an authorized statement that such 
approval or endorsement has been granted.

GENERAL/PEDIATRIC DENTIST, WENTZVILLE: Well-established 5 chair pediatric dental office looking for a full/part 
time general or pediatric dentist 4 days/week. Paid on production-not collections. Guaranteed salary. Benefits with a 
long-term contract. If interested in more info about the position, email adc.dentalapplicants@gmail.com

“Fun is like  
life insurance;  
the older you  
get, the more  

it costs.”
- Frank McKinney 

“Kin” Hubbard

Honest Answers. Practical Solutions. Personal Service.
Contact MDIS to learn about life insurance options. 
800-944-7550 or info@mdis4dds.com

DENTAL REPAIR
completecomplete

QUICK RESPONSE TIMES
AFFORDABLE SERVICE RATES

NOW
CALL 913-972-2641

WE BUY & SELL USED EQUIPMENT
Scan the QR code to check out our listings

CompleteDentalRepair@gmail.com
THE RIGHT FIX, THE RIGHT PRICE

THE WAY DENTAL SERVICE SHOULD BE

UPHOLSTERY
Over 100 colors to chose from.  Fast turnaround

Removal & installation included



1221 W. 103rd St. #303, Kansas City, MO 64114

Image retrieved from: hRps://twiRer.com/SwinneyDental/status/1078128017837379584/photo/1


