
6/13/2025

1

OSHA and Infection 

Control Update 
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Mary Govoni, MBA, RDH, CDA

Pearls from the ADS Annual Conference
• Medical emergencies 

• Use a spacer with an asthma rescue inhaler to improve absorption of medication
• Epi-injectors with oral instructions
• Also have epi in non-auto injector – less expensive

• Some emergency kits have pre-marked syringes to easily draw up the correct dose
• Add chewable aspirin to emergency kits – for potential heart-attacks
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Pearls from the ADS Annual Conference

• Hazards of 3D printing – do your due diligence before hand
• Printer must be placed in a well-ventilated area

• 90% isopropyl alcohol is highly flammable – liquid and vapors

• Uncured resin and alcohol waste may require specialized disposal

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10814684/

Pearls from the ADS Annual Conference

• Ask ADS ChatBot https://www.myads.org/ask-ads

• Free to everyone for introductory period

• Become a member for 50% of first year dues - $60 discount   use code DIVAS50
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What is happening at the CDC?

• Major changes to organization and staffing
• Dept. of Oral Health has been eliminated

• Status of updated dental infection control guidelines is 
unknown.

• Association for Dental Safety (formerly OSAP) may take over the 
finalization of the document with the ADA.

• Some data and reports have been restored from the previous 
“take-down”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

OSHA’s Regulatory Agenda

Implementation of changes 
to Hazard Communication 
Standard finalized in 2024

1

Proposed rule for 
Infectious Diseases

2
Proposed rule for Prevention 
of Workplace Violence in 
Health Care and Social 
Assistance

3

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/e
AgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RI
N=1218-AD08

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgen
daViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=1218-
AC46

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eA
gendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=1
218-AC93
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Hazard Communication 
Changes

Employer 
requirements 
begin in 2026.

https://www.osha.gov/hazcom/

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/fil
es/publications/osha3148.pdf

Prevention of Workplace Violence
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Respiratory Disease 
Threats in Dentistry

Current Respiratory 
Disease Threats

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html

9

10



6/13/2025

6

New COVID Variant

• NB.1.8.1 – spreading global spread including 
U.S.

• Caused large surges in China
• WHO monitoring rapid global spread
• Current data does not indicate it to be 

more severe
• CDC no longer tracking total no. of new cases
• Wastewater scans are detecting cases

Current Respiratory 
Disease Threat - Measles

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html#cdc_data_surveillance_section_10-measles-cases-in-2025
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Current Respiratory 
Disease Threats - Measles

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html#cdc_data_surveillance_section_10-measles-cases-in-2025

Measles Vaccine Hesitancy

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccine-safety/about/autism.html
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https://www.immunize.org/wp-
content/uploads/catg.d/p4026.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-
research/index.html#cdc_data_surveillance_s
ection_10-measles-cases-in-2025

Measles Cases in the U.S.
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• One of the most contagious infectious diseases.
• Anyone not vaccinated is at risk
• Transmitted by aerosols/droplets
• Aerosols remain airborne/infectious for 2 hours
• Many cases spread through international travel
• Vaccine hesitation, resistance and misinformation

Why is measles so concerning?

Source: CDC

Source:  CDC

Why is measles so concerning?

Source: CDC

Source:  CDC

Koplik Spots

Koplik Spots

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs
-symptoms/index.html

Source:  CDC

CDC Recommendations for Healthcare Workers

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-
control/hcp/healthcare-personnel-
epidemiology-control/measles.html
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CDC Recommendations for Healthcare Workers

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/healthcare-personnel-
epidemiology-control/measles.html

Patient and Employee Screening

• Reschedule patients with respiratory symptoms and fever.
• Confirmation calls/messages/texts
• Upon arrival for appointment

• Implement a policy for employees to remain at home if they have 
respiratory symptoms and fever – and other conditions specified in 
CDC guidelines
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Dental Unit Quality
• 5 recent cases of M. abcessus transmissions in children in GA, CA

• Children hospitalized for treatment of infections following pulpotomies

• Multiple class action lawsuits against dental practices/facilities

• State dental boards implementing rules for waterline protocols

https://www.cdc.gov/dental-infection-control/hcp/dental-
ipc-faqs/best-practices-dental-unit-water-quality.html

Biofilm

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Controlling Biofilm in DUWL

Dirty                                Clean 

• Water delivery system
• Municipal/tap water direct to the dental unit
• Tap water delivered through a filtration system that serves all treatment rooms
• Tap or filtered/distilled water placed in reservoir on dental unit
• Sterile water delivery system for surgical procedures

• Maintenance of system
• Filter changes 
• Addition of antimicrobial agents to the dental unit water to suppress bacterial 

growth
• Addition of cartridges (straws) to the water bottle on the unit

Testing for Water Quality

Dirty                                Clean 

• Testing of dental unit water 
• CDC standard is ≤ 500 CFU/ml
• Current recommendation is to test quarterly

• Types of tests
• In-office
• Mail-in

• Protocol if water tests at  ≥500 CFU/ml
• Shock the system with an antimicrobial
• Test again (but not immediately after)
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Review of SOPs for Infection Control

Review of SOPs for Infection Control
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• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
• https://www.cdc.gov

• CDC Gateway Directory for Local and State Health Departments
• https://www.cdc.gov/public-health-gateway/php/communications-

resources/accredited-health-departments.html

• Association for Dental Safety
• https://myads.org

• World Health Organization
• https://www.who.int/

Infection Prevention  Resources

Mary Govoni, MBA, RDH, CDA
517.214.8223
mary@marygovoni.com
https://marygovoni.com

mary@thecompliancedivas.com
https://thecompliancedivas.com
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